
Wellesley Board of Health 
Meeting Minutes 

July 23, 2009 
Present: 
Shepard Cohen, Chairman 
Marcia Testa Simonson, PhD Vice Chair 
Lloyd Tarlin, MD Secretary 
 
Staff: 
Deadra Doku Gardner, Administrator 
Cheryl Lefman, Health Communications Specialist 
Mary Suresh, Director 
 
In Attendance:  
Susan Littlefield, Wellesley Public Schools, School Committee  
Ilyssa Povich, Wellesley Public Schools, School Committee, Chair 
Bella Wong, Wellesley Public Schools, Superintendent  
Carol Hannenberg, 81 Washburn Road, resident 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5 p.m.  The Board of Health approved meeting 
minutes from June 18, 2009. 
 
1. Community Health and Schools 
 
a) Review of Impact of H1N1 Influenza Emergence on School Community 

 
Mary Suresh reviewed the H1N1 series of events in Wellesley and in the 
Commonwealth, as well as the current recommendations by the state and the CDC.  
 
Ms. Suresh reported on the number of students absent from the public schools in the 
last two weeks of June 2009 due to the H1N1 Virus. Absenteeism rates among 
students at the Wellesley Middle School were at approximately 10%. Mary Suresh has 
requested the long-term statistics on classroom absenteeism.  Ms Suresh reported on 
the communication between the public schools, the Health Department and the Board 
of Health and that ongoing communication between the school officials and the 
Wellesley Health Department continues to be essential.  
 
Shep Cohen reviewed standard emergency preparedness activities within the Health 
Department and reviewed the actions taken during the outbreak of Norovirus at Babson 



College and the out breaks of H1N1 at Dana Hall School. . He emphasized that 
currently no one knows what will happen should the H1N1 virus mutate and how it will 
effect our community. Shep Cohen stressed that H1N1 could become a life threatening 
issue. The Board of Health stressed the importance of having a plan of action in place 
and the importance of working closely with the Wellesley school officials and 
administrators in coordinating and implementing that plan.  
 
b) Communications 
Mary Suresh and Bella Wong reviewed their communications over the last several 
weeks. Communication to the School Committee and the Board of Health will continue 
to be via Mary Suresh and Bella Wong.   
 
The Board of Health requested that a conference call service be established as soon as 
possible as another form of group communication.  
 
c) Absenteeism and Data 
Bella Wong reported that during the H1N1 outbreak in the schools the trend of 
absenteeism and nature (family holiday, illness, etc) of the absent students was 
determined by the school nurses who placed phone calls to the individual families.    
 
Bella Wong reported her concern that the school officials and administrators can only 
relay on what the parent population offers for information.   A child may be ill however 
the parent is not providing the details/symptoms of the illness. Parents are sending their 
children to school with fevers regardless of the seven day state and federal guideline. 
rule.  Ilyssa Povich reported that there is tremendous amount of rumor among the 
students and parents.  It became difficult to determine if the child was exhibiting flu-like 
symptoms and the parents simply does not want to expose this information.  In addition, 
pediatricians were no longer testing so parents did not actually have a confirmed 
H1N1diagnosis. 
 
Ann Prinn, Director of Nursing, Wellesley Public Schools will provide Mary Suresh with 
daily updates of absenteeism data. Absentee data is monitored by Ann Prinn and Bella 
Wong.  Ms. Wong then enters the data into Powerschool, a web-based Student 
Information System (SIS) that provides real-time information to school administrators, 
teachers, parents and students.  
 
Shep Cohen requested that this computer data be forwarded to the Health Department. 
The Board of Health agreed that this is very important information for comparison 
purposes and trending.  Marcia Testa Simonson noted that if the illness is a public 
health risk, it is a reportable disease or illness and there is no issue of confidentiality. 
 
d) Decisions impacting school community 
Suzanne Littlefield reported on criticisms from parents in regard to cancelling the trip to 
Canobie Lake Park but not cancelling school. Parents did not understand that sending 
possibly infected students to the state of New Hampshire risked infecting that 



population.  At the time the trip was scheduled, the state of New Hampshire did not 
have any reportable H1N1 virus.  
 
Shep Cohen reported that the event of a public health emergency the Health 
Department and the Board of Health are very open,  aggressive and pro active in 
getting information out to the public and private schools and colleges as well as the 
community .  The Board agreed on the importance of keeping the public informed.  
 
Shep Cohen reported that local Boards of Health have the authority to any facility for 
Health issues and concerns. In the case of the Wellesley Public Schools, the Board of 
Health and the School Committee will make a joint decision should the public schools 
require closure due to illness. 
 
Bella Wong reported that she oversees the welfare of 5000 students and 800 
employees. Ms Wong reported that if the Board of Health makes a recommendation to 
close schools she will proceed with their recommendation after a discussion between all 
parties.    
 
Cheryl Lefman reported that during an H1N1 regional meeting in August the 
announcement was made that standard protocols were being set for school closings. 
The information is expected in September.  
 
e) Pandemic Planning Team 
Mary Suresh reported that a Pandemic Planning Team is being planned for school food 
service, teachers and facilities staff. This group will prepare a guidebook for emergency 
planning within the schools.  
 
f) Next Steps:  
Shep Cohen reported that the Health Department will provide seasonal flu vaccine to 
teachers and faculty as done in the past.  The Board of Health strongly suggests that 
hand sanitizers be available in the schools.  
 
Mary Suresh reported that all school nurses will have to trained in vaccination of H1N1 
and that protocols will be established.  
 
 
2. Community Health  
 

a) Community and Mental Health Update 
Shep Cohen urged that a clear statement of what next action steps should be taken 
in the next 12- 18 months to improve the Town response to mental health issues be 
developed. Mr. Cohen stressed the importance of an outline of goals between now 
and June 2010.    

 
 

b) Ambulance Data 



Mary Suresh reported that she had not received the ambulance data to date.  
 

c) Shingles Vaccine 
Mary Suresh reported that the Wellesley Hills Junior Women’s Club has denied the 
grant request to purchase shingles vaccine.  

 
The Board of Health approved the purchase of shingles vaccine for residents. 
Funding will be from the Health Wellesley Fund. The Board agreed that each 
resident will be charge a $50 fee to receive the vaccine.  

 
 
3. Emergency Preparedness 

a) Mary Suresh reported that the Sub-regional Emergency Dispensing site drill that 
was cancelled due to the emergence of H1N1 and will be rescheduled for 
September.  
 

 
Next Meeting 
 
This meeting of the Board of Health is to be announced.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:35p 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deadra Doku Gardner 
 
 

 

  


