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ZBA 2011-07 

Petition of Alliance Energy LLC 

453 Washington Street 

 

 

Pursuant to due notice, the Special Permit Granting authority held a Public Hearing on Thursday, January 

6, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley, on the petition of ALLIANCE 

ENERGY LLC requesting a Special Permit pursuant to the provisions of Section XXIIA and Section 

XXV of the Zoning Bylaw for replacement of an existing standing sign price panel with a 62 inch by 58 

inch internally illuminated price panel with 8 inch letters, set at a height of 6 feet 10 inches, with a 10 foot 

setback, at 453 WASHINGTON STREET, in a Business A District.  The overall area of the two panels of 

the standing sign will be greater than 50 square feet.  Letters on an existing panel that is part of the overall 

sign exceed 14 inches in height.   

 

Property Owner:  Global Companies LLC 

 

On December 20, 2010, the petitioner filed a request for a hearing before this Authority, and thereafter, 

due notice of the hearing was given by mailing and publication. 

 

Presenting the case at the hearing was Daniel Berry, who said that he was representing Alliance Energy 

(the "Petitioner").  He said that the request is to replace the price sign faces on the existing I.D. sign.  He 

said that they will not be changing the dimensions of the sign.  He said that the price digits will be eight 

inches.   

 

The Board said that a condition of a previous Special Permit was that a "no left turn" sign be installed at 

the western exit of the station.  The Board said that has never been done.   

 

The Board asked about the hours of operation.  Mr. Berry said that he thought that the hours were from 6 

a.m. to midnight.   

 

The Board said that the LED lights do not stream or move.   

 

The Board said that it would insert three conditions in addition to the conditions of the previous permit.  

The Board said that the owner shall install a "No Left Turn" at the western exit onto Washington Street 

before any permits are issued for any sign, the signage shall not be illuminated during non-operating 

hours, and signage shall not be streaming or moving.   

 

The Board said that a previous decision stated that if the standing sign is altered, it must come into 

compliance.   
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There was no one present at the Public Hearing who wished to speak to the petition. 

 

Statement of Facts 

 

The subject property is located at 453 Washington Street, in a Business A District. 

 

The Petitioner is requesting a Special Permit for replacement of an existing standing sign price panel with 

a 62 inch by 58 inch internally illuminated price panel with 8 inch letters, set at a height of 6 feet 10 

inches, with a 10 foot setback.  The overall area of the two panels of the standing sign will be greater than 

50 square feet.  Letters on an existing panel that is part of the overall sign exceed 14 inches in height.   

 

An ALTA/ACSM Land Title Survey, dated 1/21/10, revised 8/30/10, stamped by Raymond P. Shea, 

Professional Land Surveyor, Site Plan, Existing Sign Schedule, Existing I.D. Sign Elevation, SG-1, dated 

9/27/06, revised 10/24/06, 12/18/06, 2/05/07, 5/07/07, 7/11/07, and photographs were submitted. 

 

On November 19, 2010, the Design Review Board voted to recommend approval of the Special Permit for 

the proposed sign with the condition that the sign not be illuminated during non-operating hours and that 

the ZBA consider a requirement that Mobil install a "No Left Turn" sign at the western exit onto 

Washington Street. 

 

On January 5, 2011, the Planning Board reviewed the petition and recommended that the Special Permit 

be granted with conditions.  The Planning Board asked for an additional condition that signage shall not 

be streaming or moving. 

 

Decision 

 

This Authority has made a careful study of the materials submitted and the information presented at the 

hearing.  The subject sign will be a replacement of an existing standing sign price panel with a 62 inch by 

58 inch internally illuminated price panel with 8 inch letters, set at a height of 6 feet 10 inches, with a 10 

foot setback.  The overall area of the two panels of the standing sign will be greater than 50 square feet.  

Letters on an existing panel that is part of the overall sign exceed 14 inches in height.   

 

It is the opinion of this Authority that replacement of an existing standing sign price panel with a 62 inch 

by 58 inch internally illuminated price panel with 8 inch letters, set at a height of 6 feet 10 inches, with a 

10 foot setback, with an overall area of the two panels of the standing sign greater than 50 square feet and 

letters on an existing panel that is part of the overall sign exceeding 14 inches in height, will be in 

harmony with the general purpose and intent of Section XXIIA of the Zoning Bylaw, as the lettering 

styles, materials and colors will not detract from the area and are appropriate for this specific location.   

 

Therefore, a Special Permit is granted for replacement of an existing standing sign price panel with a 62 

inch by 58 inch internally illuminated price panel with 8 inch letters, set at a height of 6 feet 10 inches, 

with a 10 foot setback, with an overall area of the two panels of the standing sign greater than 50 square 

feet and letters on an existing panel that is part of the overall sign exceeding 14 inches in height, subject 

to the following conditions: 
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1. The owner shall install a "No Left Turn" sign at the western exit onto Washington Street before 

any permits are issued for any sign. 

 

2. The signage shall not be illuminated during non-operating hours. 

 

3. Signage shall not be streaming or moving 

 

The Inspector of Buildings is hereby authorized to issue a permit for the sign upon receipt and approval of 

a sign application and any other materials he may require.  No sign shall be installed until said permit has 

been issued. 
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APPEALS FROM THIS DECISION,    

IF ANY, SHALL BE MADE PURSUANT  Richard L. Seegel, Chairman 

TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 40A,   

SECTION 17, AND SHALL BE FILED   

WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE DATE   

OF FILING OF THIS DECISION IN THE  Cynthia S. Hibbard 

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.   

   

   

  David G. Sheffield 

 

cc:  Planning Board 

       Inspector of Buildings 

lrm 








