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The list of plants below has been developed as a guide for anyone planting or transplanting 
material within the boundaries of the Town of Wellesley so as to avoid propagating material that 
may negatively impact native plant species.  This list has been developed with input from, A 
Guide to Invasive Plants in Massachusetts, published in 2006 by the Massachusetts Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife.  A number of ‘Undesirable’ species have been included due to insect/ 
disease or structural problems. Refer to the aforementioned guide for a complete list of invasive 
species.  Please contact Cricket Vlass CLD, MCA, MCLP with any questions at 781-235-7600, 
X-3332 or cvlass@wellesleyma.gov. 
 
Invasive and Undesirable Plants for the Town of Wellesley 
 
Trees:  

*Acer platanoides    Norway Maple 
*Acer pseudoplatanus   Sycamore Maple 
 Acer saccharinum   Silver Maple 
*Ailanthus altissima   Tree-of-Heaven 
 Elaeagnus angustifolia  Russian-olive 
 Morus alba    White Mulberry 
*Phellodendron amurense  Amur Cork-tree 
 Populus alba    White Poplar 
 Pyrus c. ‘Bradford’   Bradford Pear 
 Pyrus c. ‘New Bradford’   New Bradford Pear 
*Robinia pseudoacacia  Black Locust 
 Tsuga canadensis   Eastern Hemlock 

 
Shrubs: 

 Alnus glutinosa   Common Alder 
*Berberis thunbergii   Japanese Barberry 
*Berberis vulgaris   Common Barberry 
*Elaeagnus umbellata   Autumn-olive 
*Euonymus alatus   Burning Bush 
*Frangula alnus   Glossy Buckthorn 
*Ligustrum obtusifolium  Border Privet 
 Ligustrum sinense   Chinese Privet 
 Ligustrum vulgare   Common Privet 
*Lonicera maackii   Amur Honeysuckle 



*Lonicera morrowii   Morrow Honeysuckle 
*Lonicera tatarica   Tatarian Honeysuckle 
*Lonicera x bella   Bell’s Honeysuckle 
*Rhamnus cathartica   Common Buckthorn 
*Rosa multiflora   Multiflora Rose 

 
Vines: 

*Ampelopsis brevipedunculata Porcelain Ampelopsis 
*Celastrus orbiculatus   Chinese Bittersweet 
*Cynanchum spp.   Swallow-worts 
*Humulus japonicas   Japanese Hops 
*Lonicera japonica   Japanese Honeysuckle 
*Polygonum perfoliatum  Mile-a-minute Vine 
 Wisteria sinensis   Chinese Wisteria 

 
Ornamentals: 

*Aegopodium podagraria  Goutweed 
*Iris pseudacorus   Yellow Flag Iris 
*Lythrum salicaria   Purple Loosestrife 
*Phalaris arundinaceae   Ribbon Grass 

 
*Indicates specie listed in A Guide to Invasive Plants in MA 


