
Board of Selectmen – June 6, 2011 

Present:  Babson, Tsagaris, Searle, Gibbs, Dugan 

Also present:  Connolly, Ketchen, Robinson 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 

Warrants approved:  2011-050 $4,918,183.78 

 

Ms. Babson noted the Memorial Day Observance at Woodlawn Cemetery and Town Hall and 

Meghan Morse is the recipient of the War Memorial Scholarship. Ms. Babson encouraged 

residents to attend next year. 

 

Ms Babson noted the meeting was being recorded by Patch and the Wellesley Townsman and 

cablecast by WCAC on Comcast channel 9 and Verizon channel 39. 

 

1. Citizen Speak 

 

None 

 

 

2. Municipal Light Plant – Washington Street LED Streetlight Retrofit 

 

Don Newell, Superintendent of MLP, gave a presentation on Municipal Energy Conservation 

relating to roadway lighting fixture replacements retrofits. Mr. Newell reviewed various types of 

lighting used in town including incandescent, high intensity discharge (HID), compact fluorescent 

lighting (CFL), and light emitting diodes (LED). LED lighting is more efficient and bulbs last 

longer. Mr. Newell gave a brief history of street lighting on Wellesley. In 2010-2011 MLP retro-

fitted 508 ornamental post-top lights with LED fixtures. The FY12 Town reimbursement 

($53,496) to the Municipal Energy Conservation Fund was waived by the Municipal Light Board. 

Similarly, FY2011 retro-fits were fully funded by Municipal Light Board ($226,486). These 

retro-fits will result in recurring savings of $88,988 beginning in FY12.  

 

The Board of Selectmen and Green Ribbon Study Committee set the goal of a 20% reduction in 

energy consumption by 2013. The changes described by Mr. Newell will result in a 24.6% 

reduction in energy consumption. In the future, the MLP will continue to monitor LED 

technology, induction lighting and new technologies. 

 

Ms. Babson highlighted the following 3 items: 1. MLP Board paid for the retrofits; 2. Savings of 

roughly $90,000 per year on street light budget; and a reduction of energy consumption of 24%. 

 

Mr. Dugan asked if MLP had considered shutting off street lights in order to reduce energy 

consumption. Mr. Newell reported MLP had spoken with the Police Department and determined 

that public safety requires keeping street lights on. 

 

Ms. Babson encouraged residents to enroll in community notifications at 

www.wellesleypolice.com 

 

3. Tree Bank Contribution Rate Schedule 

 

The Board was joined by Don McCauley, Planning Board Chair, and Meghan Jop, Planning 

Director, for a discussion in the Tree Bank Contribution Rate Schedule. Ms. Babson noted tonight 

was a discussion and a public hearing would be scheduled before the schedule is adopted. Ms. 

Searle led the discussion. The schedule is a result of the Tree Preservation Bylaw passed at the 

2011 Annual Town Meeting. The Tree Preservation Bylaw only protects trees in the setback 

http://www.wellesleypolice.com/


areas. Owners have 3 options regarding trees in the setback area. 1. Protect trees, 2. Replace trees 

taken down, or 3. Make a contribution to the Tree Bank. The Bylaw requires the Board of 

Selectmen set the Tree Bank Contribution Schedule. Mr. McCauley presented the 

recommendation of the Planning Board. The recommendation was a fine of $250 per inch 

diameter of all trees removed with a scale back for the first 20 inches to $150 per inch. Mr. 

McCauley noted concerns raised at town meeting regarding smaller lots. Mr. McCauley reviewed 

scenarios showing the relative costs to keep, replace, or contribute to the Tree Bank. 

 

Ms. Searle noted the desire for fines to be an economic disincentive for cutting down protected 

trees. Ms. Babson proposed consideration of a third level of fines at $400 per inch diameter of all 

trees removed once you reach 75 inches. Regarding additional levels of fines, Mr. McCauley 

cited concerns with enforcement and application issues related to a continuing scale of fines. Ms. 

Gibbs asked for clarification on how the Planning Board came to their recommendation. Ms. 

Tsagaris noted the fines of Lexington and Newton. Ms. Jop noted the proposed fine schedule had 

been shown to the Natural Resources Director and the Park and Tree Division. 

 

4. WHS Funding Agreement Amendment 

 

Ms. Babson noted the original project funding agreement with Massachusetts School Building 

Authority set the reimbursement rate of 40% and maximum amount of eligible building costs for 

the high school. This agreement was signed by the School Committee, Board of Selectmen, 

Permanent Building Committee, and School Building Committee in April 2009. The Town was 

asked by the MSBA to amend the project funding agreement based on the lower cost for the 

school. The savings over the original estimate would be shared with the state. The amendment 

must be signed by the original 4 town committees. 

 

The Board voted to accept the revised budget amount in the Project Funding Agreement as shown 

in Exhibit A of the Letter from Christine E. Nolan of the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority dated March 29, 2011. 

  

5. High School Stadium Rehabilitation Proposal 

 

Tom Harrington, representing the Playing Fields Task Force, described the formation of a 

Hunnewell Stadium Task Force focusing on improvements to the high school football field. 

Improvements to Sprague Field would be the model process for this task force. The Playing 

Fields Task Force is seeking the approval of the creation of this task force from the School 

Committee, Recreation Commission, Board of Selectmen, Board of Public Works, and Natural 

Resources Commission. Mr. Harrington described the membership which would include a 

representative from each board, neighbors, and the school athletic department. Initial meeting 

held in early September with neighbors. Mr. Harrington briefly explained the process. It would 

include current/future field use, lighting, bleachers, field surface, track configuration, and 

scoreboards. The Board appointed Owen Dugan to represent the Board on this task force. 

 

 

6. Parking Regulation Amendments –  

Continuation of May 23, 2011 Public Hearing 

 

The Board voted to further continue the Public Hearing until June 20 at 7:30 pm. 

The remaining item is the removal of 1 parking space from the south side of Washington Street 

west of River Street. 

 

Mr. Connolly described the June 15
th
 meeting with neighbors regarding approved traffic and 

pedestrian safety improvements related to the redevelopment of 27 Washington Street. These 



improvements include: traffic signals, pavement markings, reconfiguration of on-street parking, a 

left turn restriction from River to Washington Street, and roadway geometry and curbing 

modifications. The meeting is scheduled at the Wellesley Middle School Auditorium 7:30 pm on 

June 15, 2011. 

 

7. Linden Street Local Initiative Partnership Agreement 

 

Mr. Robinson described the history of the parcel known as 139 Linden Street. The Selectmen and 

the Wellesley Housing Development Corporation entered into a Local Initiative Partnership 

Agreement in December 2007. The proposal was a mixed use development containing 4 housing 

units, one of which would be affordable in perpetuity. Mr. Robinson explained a decision of the 

Supreme Judicial Court relating to the underlying zoning of properties used for mixed use as part 

of the Comprehensive Permit. Mr. Robinson will draft a letter to the Zoning Board of Appeals 

reaffirming the Board’s support of the project. 

 

8. July 1
st
 Board Appointments 

 

The Board voted to approve appointments as recommended by the Executive  

Director in his memorandum dated June 3, 2011. 

 

9. Executive Director’s Update 

 

Minutes 

The Board voted to approve the minutes for the May 23, 2011 meeting of the Board of 

Selectmen. 

 

Year End Transfers 

The Board voted approve the transfer of $50,000 to the Fire Department and $16,503 to the 

Facilities Department in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 33B of the General Laws and 

described in the memorandum from the Finance Director dated June 6, 2011; 

 

And further, to forward said transfer requests to the Advisory Committee for their concurrence. 

 

Gift Acceptance 

The Board voted to accept a donation from Carole Epstein in the amount of $174 for the purchase 

of annual flower plantings on the traffic island at the intersection of Weston and Cleveland 

Roads. 

 

 

Project and Other Updates 

 

Senior Center – Ms. Tsagaris reported the Working group will meet tomorrow to discuss Council 

on Aging needs list and potential other sites. 

 

Fuller Brook Path – Ms. Babson reported meeting next week and the construction of 

demonstration path   

 

Public Transportation Study – Ms. Gibbs will report on June 20th 

 

Sustainability – Ms. Ketchen displayed the new Sustainable Wellesley logo and a copy of the 

summer cooling flyer. 

 



Central Street Study – Ms. Searle reported on the initial meeting of the group. Topics 

included parking, community development, landlords/tenants input. Next meeting 

scheduled June 23. 

 

 

At 8:35 the Board voted all “yes” to go into Executive Session for the purposes of 

discussing potential litigation matters. 




