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Definition of FLOOR AREA RATIO in Section 1A 
 
Floor Area Ratio - The floor area of building divided by the commercially zoned lot area. Floor 
area shall be the sum of the horizontal areas of the several floors of a building as measured from 
the exterior surface of the exterior walls.  Parking garages, interior portions of building devoted 
to off-street parking, and deck or rooftop parking shall not be considered as floor area.  The floor 
area devoted to a child care facility (defined to mean a "day care center" or a "school age child 
care program," as those terms are defined in Section 9 of Chapter 28A M.G.L.) as an accessory 
use to an allowed use, shall not be considered as floor area for the purposes of the calculation of 
Floor Area Ratio except that the building floor area shall not exceed 110% of the building floor 
area otherwise allowed without a child care facility. The floor area devoted to dwelling units 
developed in accordance with and under the provisions of SECTION XVIB. INCLUSIONARY 
ZONING., shall not be considered as floor area for the purposes of the calculation of Floor Area 
Ratio provided that Assisted Units sufficient to satisfy SECTION XVIB are provided on the 
same development area. 
 
 


