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AMENDMENT – DRAFT 1 
SECTION XXI.  OFF-STREET PARKING 
Proposed Amendments and Alternative Provisions are in Blue 

 
GENERAL COMMENT:  Several amended to the existing parking bylaw are proposed below that would 
retain relatively high parking requirements in the current Parking by Use Table but allowing significant 
opportunities to reducing on‐site parking through best practices in shared and off‐site parking methods.  
The proposed amendments are organized to apply town‐wide with special provisions for selected 
districts to address particular conditions and characteristics.  In many instances, the opportunity to share 
parking, secure off‐site parking, utilize public parking, accommodate mixed uses with alternating peak 
parking demands, and other parking off‐set techniques arerecognized in the proposed amendments 
below.   

 
Part A.PURPOSE. 
 

It is the intent of thisSection that any use of land involving the arrival, departure, 
parking or storage of motor vehicles upon such land be so designed and operated as to 
assure that all structures and land uses shall have sufficient off-street automobile 
parking to meet the needs of persons employed at, or making use of, such structures or 
land uses. 
 

ALTERNATIVE Part A – PURPOSE AND INTENT 

Commentary: The overall objective of this Parking Bylaw is to provide adequate parking to support the 
various uses of a site while avoiding excessive parking lots that create dead, low‐interest areas for 
pedestrians, and discourage people from walking to and within the district. Parking placement in the 
district is designed to create or enhance a vibrant and safe pedestrian environment.  

In order to minimize traffic congestion, air pollution, and the risk of motor vehicle and pedestrian 
accidents, as well as to promote other elements of sound community planning, off‐street parking, 
loading spaces, circulation, and access shall be required and designed as appropriate to protect or 
enhance the desired character of a given zoning district. It is further the intent of this bylaw to: 

1. Ensure there are adequate parking and loading facilities to serve the use or uses of the 
property; 
 

2. Ensure that parking facilities are designed to provide proper circulation, reduce hazards to 
pedestrians, and protect the users of adjoining properties from nuisance caused by the 
noise, fumes, and glare of headlights which may result from the operation of vehicles 
parking off the street; 
 

3. Reduce congestion in the streets and contribute to traffic safety;  
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4. Encourage alternate modes of travel that will reduce dependence upon the single 
occupancy automobile; and 
 

5. Reduce impervious surfaces and stormwater runoff through sustainable design. 
 
Part B.DEFINITIONS. 
 

As used herein the following wordsand phrases shall have and include the 
following respective meanings: 

 
Parking space - An area exclusive of maneuvering area and driveway for the 
parking of one motor vehicle. 

 
Parking area- An area either used or required for parking of five or more motor 
vehicles not for sale or rental, including necessary maneuvering space, but not 
including parking on a lot for the passenger cars of residents and guests of a one or 
two-family dwelling on said lot. 

 
Storage area- An area either used or required for the standing ofmotor vehicles held 
for sale or rental. 

 
Maneuvering space - An area in a parking area which(1)isimmediatelyadjacent to a 
parking space, (2) is used for and/or is necessary for turning, backing,or driving 
forward a motor vehicle into suchparking space but (3) is not used for the parking or 
storage of motor vehicles. 

 
Maneuvering aisle - A maneuvering space which serves two or more parking 
spaces, suchas the area between tworows of parking spaces. 

 
Driveway - An area on a lot, in addition toparking and maneuvering spaces and 
aisles, which is designed or used to provide for the passage of motor vehicles to and 
froma street or way. 

 
Motor vehicle - Any vehicle for which registrationis required in order to travel 
legally on Massachusetts highways. 

 
Passenger car - A motor vehicle designed for private passenger use. 

 
Use - The purpose for which land or building is employed, arranged, designed, or 
intended or for which either is occupied or maintained. 
 
Service area - An off-street space or berth on the same lot with a building or contiguous 
to a building or buildings, used for maneuvering and/or temporary parking of motor 
vehicles or storage containers employed in providing the pickup and delivery of goods 
and services to such building or buildings. 
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Part C.APPLICABILITY. 
 

No new building or structure shall be constructed or used, in whole or in part, and no 
building, or part thereof, shall be altered, enlarged, reconstructed or used, and no land 
shall be used unless there is provided off-street parking in accordance with the 
following conditions: 

 
1. A plan submitted in accordance withPart E. of this Section, shall have been 

approved by the Inspector of Buildings or the Special Permit Granting 
Authority as provided in SECTION XVIA. 

 
2. No existing off-street parking spacesshall be eliminated by the replacement 

or enlargement of an existing building or structure, unless replaced by 
spaces provided in accordance with this Section. 

 
3. Enlargements or alterations which result in an increase in the ground coverage 

or the usable floor area of a building or structure shall require additional off-
street parking spaces in accordance with the provisions of this Section, but only 
to the extent that such increase exceeds 5% of the ground coverage or 15% of 
the floor area existing at thetime this Section becomes effective; and provided 
that property included in a Business or Industrial District on March 31, 1982 
shall require additionaloff-street parking spaces in accordance with 
theprovisions of this paragraph 3. only for any ground coverage or floor areain 
excess ofthat in existence on March 31, 1982; 

 
and provided, further, that propertyincluded in a Business District A., 
Industrial District A. or Educational District A. on April 4, 1983 shall require 
additional off-street parking spaces in accordance with the provisions of this 
Section for floor area in excessof that in existence on April 4, 1983, 
provided, however, that said properties shall not be rendered non-conforming 
by reasonof having less than the required amount of parking based on floor 
area existing on April 4, 1983. 

 
4. Changes in the use of existing buildingsor structures, or parts thereof or of land 

shall require additional off-street parking spaces in accordance with the 
provisions of this Section, but only to theextent of such change. 

 
5. Repair or reconstruction of pre-existing non-conforming buildings shall be 

governed by the provisions of SECTION XVII. 
 

Part D.REGULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS.Subpart 1. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

No parking or storage area (whether required by this Bylaw or otherwise subject to 
Subpart 3. of this Section) shall beconstructed or altered; no building permit for the 
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erection, enlargement or substantial alteration of any building for which a parking or 
storage area would be required by this Bylaw shall be issued; and the uses to which a 
lot is put shall not be changed to a use or uses requiring different parking requirements 
from those applicable to theformer use; unless in each case a permit has been issuedin 
accordance with the provisions ofPart E., Subpart 1. of this Section based on an Off-
Street Parking or Storage Plan which shows such parking or storage areas and/or the 
parking or storage areas associated with such buildingsorchangeduses.Said Off-street 
Parking or Storage Plan shall include: 

 
a. The quantity, location, and dimensions of all driveways, maneuvering spaces 

and aisles, parking spaces, storage areas, and drainage facilities; 
 

b. The location, size and type of materials for surface paving, curbing or 
wheel stops,trees, screening and lighting; 

 
c. The location of all buildings and lot lines fromwhich the parking lot must be set 

back, and 

d. Such other information as the Building Inspector may reasonably require. The 

plan shall be a drawing at a scale of1 inch equals 20 feet or 1 inch equals 40 
feet or at such other scale as the Building Inspector may direct. 

 
Where necessary for the administration ofthis Section, the Building Inspector may 
require that the owner, operator or occupant of a lot or any building thereon, furnish a 
statement as to the number of employees customarily working at any one time on the 
premises.  The Building Inspector may, at any reasonably time, enter upon a lot or into 
any buildingthereon, in order to make such determinations as are necessary forthe 
administration of this Section. 

 
No parking or storage area at any timeexisting shall be discontinued or altered (except 
in accordance with a permit issued pursuant to Part E., Subpart 1.) if the requirements of 
this SECTION XXI. would not thereafter be satisfied with respect to the property 
theretofore served by such area. 

 
Where off-street parking or storage isfurnished in connectionwith two or more uses 
the requirements shall be the sum of the requirements for the several uses. 

 

Areas required to be kept open and unoccupied by buildings under SECTION 
XVIIIC., RATIO OF BUILDING TO LOT AREA, and SECTION XIX., YARD 
REGULATIONS. may be used to satisfy the provisions of this Section. 

 
Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the owner of a parking or storage area 
fromrestricting the use thereof to his customers, employees or other invitees, nor 
fromcharging a reasonable fee for the use thereof. 
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Subpart 2. REQUIRED PARKING. 
 
In all districts which require off-streetparking in accordance with this Zoning Bylaw, off-street 
parkingshall be provided for uses (excluding public housing for the elderly) according tothe 
following table. The table is intended to show the minimum number of parking spaces required 
for various uses in the zoning districts, andis not intended to indicate the allowed uses in the 
districts. 

Commentary: The OFF STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS table is somewhat higher than found in newer 
bylaws.  The demand for parking (and associated requirements) is highly dependent on the context 
within which a given use or structure is located. Factors such as proximity to other related uses, 
availability of public transportation, the density and mix of uses, and the ability to share parking with 
nearby uses are all factors which influence the demand for individual and dedicated off‐site parking. 
Mixed use districts such as village or neighborhood centers have significantly more opportunities to share 
parking than single use districts and the minimum standards should reflect this.   

OFF‐STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS 
USE  ZONING DISTRICT  MINIMUM NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES 

Apartment house, apartment 
hotels 

Business Districts A. Industrial Districts A. 
One space for each apartment dwelling 
unit contained in buildings. 

Hotel, inn, lodging house, 
restaurant or other eating place. 

Single Residence Districts A, General 
Residence Districts A, Limited Residence 
Districts, Business Districts A, Industrial 
Districts A. 

Either one space per two guest rooms or 
one space for each 100 sq. ft.* of area in 
which food is served, whichever is greater. 

Building used for administrative, 
clerical, statistical & professional 
offices, and other similar uses. 

Administrative and Professional Districts. 
*** Limited Business Districts. 

One space for 100 sq. ft.* of ground 
coverage of buildings but  not less than 3.2 
& spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area of 
buildings.** 

Hotel, motel, inn, restaurant 
operated in conjunction with such 
similar uses. 

Limited Business Districts. 
One space per guestroom and one space 
for each 100 sq. ft.* of area in which food 
is served. 

Any building where the principal 
use is motor vehicle sales or 
service 

Business Districts A, Industrial Districts A. 

One space per employee and one space 
per motor vehicle (not for sale or rental) 
owned, operated or associated with the 
establishment and one space per 100 sq. 
ft.* of area occupied by buildings. 

Apartment building or group of 
buildings containing three or 
more dwelling units. 

Limited Residence Districts. 
One space on the lot for each dwelling 
unit. 

Apartment building or group of 
buildings containing 20 or more 
dwelling units. 

Limited Apartment Districts. 

1.5 spaces for each dwelling unit of two 
bedrooms or less and two parking spaces 
for each dwelling unit providing three 
bedrooms or more. 

Any building used for any 
business, industrial, educational 
or commercial purpose residential 
uses accessory to an educational 
use. 

Educational Districts A, Business Districts 
A, Industrial Districts A. 

One space for each 150 sq. ft.* occupied by 
buildings but not less than 3.2 spaces per 
1,000 sq. ft. of floor area of buildings.** 
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Any building used for physical 
education or physical recreation 
purpose. 

Educational Districts B, Business Districts 
A, Industrial Districts A. 

One space for every 3 permanent spectator 
seats, which shall include folding bleachers 
that are attached to buildings, but not less 
than one space per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor 
area of buildings.** 

Any allowed use with or without a 
special permit. 

Lower Falls Village Commercial District. 

3.2 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft.* of first floor 
area of buildings.**  2 spaces per 1,000 sq. 
ft.* of upper floor space in excess of 4,000 
sq. ft.** **** 

Assisted Elderly Living, 
Independent Elderly Housing. 

Residential Incentive Overlay District.  0.65 spaces per dwelling unit. 

Conventional Multi Family 
Housing 

Residential Incentive Overlay District.  2 spaces per dwelling unit. 

Nursing Home and/or Skilled 
Nursing Facility. 

Residential Incentive Overlay District.  1 space for 5 nursing home beds. 

Any building used for any 
business, industrial, educational 
or commercial purpose. 

Wellesley Square Commercial District, 
Business Districts. Industrial Districts. 

One space for each 150 sq. ft.* of ground 
coverage of buildings but not less than 3.2 
spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area of 
buildings.** 

Town House 
Town House General Residence General 
Residence A. 

Two spaces on the lot for each dwelling 
unit. 

Any residential use  Linden Street Corridor Overlay District 
2.5 spaces per one, two or three bedroom 
unit. 

Any nonresidential use  Linden Street Corridor Overlay District 

5 spaces for each 1,000 square feet of 
ground coverage of buildings*, but not less 
than 3.2 spaces per 1,000 square feet of 
floor area of buildings.** 

For purposes of the above parking requirements, any increase in on‐street parking spaces included in a proposed Linden 
Street Corridor Overlay District Development Site at the expense of the proponent shall be counted towards satisfaction of 
the off‐street parking requirement. 
* Computed to the nearest ten square feet. 
** Floor area shall be the sum of the horizontal areas of the several floors (including basement) of a building to the nearest 
100 square feet, except that such floor area as is provided for deck parking or other in building parking shall be counted for 
required parking space and not in figuring floor area for which parking must be provided.  For the purpose of computing the 
requirements, the area shall be measured from the exterior surface of the exterior walls. 
*** No parking facilities other than those for transient motor vehicles shall be located between the principal building and the 
principal street line. 
**** If any portion of a parcel is within 600 feet of any portion of a public parking area or areas, having individually or jointly 
50 or more parking spaces, off‐street parking shall be provided at a ratio of 2.5 spaces per 1,000 gross square feet of 
commercial floor area, excluding uninhabitable basement areas. 

 

Subpart 2.1  PARKING LIMITATIONS AND PARKING REDUCTION METHODS. 
 

A. Parking Limitations and Exemptions  

1. Limits on Surface Parking ‐Surface parking shall not exceed 100% of the required minimum 
parking in the table of OFF‐STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS.  

 
2. Limits on Structured Parking ‐ Spaces provided within the footprint of a structure containing 

one or more other uses, including rooftop, at‐grade, or below grade spaces shall not be 
limited by the maximum off‐street parking requirement above, provided the square footage 
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footprint dedicated to structured parking is less than 50% of the total square footage 
footprint that would be required for surface parking. 
 

3. Exemption for Outdoor Dining – Permitted outdoor dining under Section (X) located on the 
same site as the primary use and building shall be exempt from the calculation of required 
off‐street parking spaces. 
 

4. Waiver of Maximum Parking Limitations ‐ Parking in excess of the maximum parking 
limitation of this section may be waived by Special Permit from the Planning Board pursuant 
that the following additional review criteria are sufficiently addressed: 
 

a. The need for additional parking cannot reasonably be met through provision of on‐
street parking or shared parking with adjacent or nearby uses; 

b. The proposed development demonstrates that its design and intended uses will 
continue to support high levels of existing or planned transit and pedestrian activity; 
and 

c. The site plan indicates where additional parking can be redeveloped to a more 
intensive transit supportive use in the future. 

 
B. Shared Parking Reduction Method 

Commentary: Where possible, shared parking is strongly encouraged and the required number 
of spaces in the OFF‐STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS should be reduced if multiple or mixed 
uses are compatible and can demonstrate that such a reduction would still provide adequate 
parking.  The proposed amendment allows for the Planning Board to grant a special permit for 
the reduction in required spaces upon a reliable showing of lesser parking need for a particular 
mix of use.   
 
By Special Permit, the Planning Board may determine that a proposed development consisting 
of two or more uses located on a single parcel or adjacent parcels will generate different hourly, 
daily and/or seasonal parking demand due to the varied hours of operation of each use and 
frequencies of customer and employee occupancy of available parking spaces.  Under these 
criteria, the Planning Board may approve a site plan utilizing shared parking.  

 
1. Required Information ‐ The applicant shall provide the parking space count and justification 

analysis. Approved shared parking requires the present construction of a lesser number of 
spaces, provided that the applicant shall provide the Planning Board with a shared parking 
plan which shall be based upon the following: 

 
a. A complete and accurate description of the proposed uses, floor areas devoted to such 

uses, the number of seats or rooms assigned to each use, and the days and hours of 
operation of each use for each day of the week and for any seasonal variations in 
operations. 

b. A complete and accurate description of the number of employees and their respective 
shifts. 
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c. A complete and accurate description of the projected total peak hour or daily period of 
occupancy by patrons for each proposed use during weekdays, Saturday, Sunday and 
any seasonal variations in peak hour or period of occupancy. 

 
2. Base Calculation of Shared Parking Space Reduction ‐ In all cases except as providedin 

Subsection 2.1.B.3 below, at least two‐thirds (2/3s) of the number of required parking 
spaces shall be provided.   
 

3. Alternative Calculation of Shared Parking Spaces Reduction–As an alternative to Subsection 
2.1.B.2above, the minimum number of parking spaces for a mixed or multiple use 
development whereshared parking is proposed may be determined by an evaluation 
prepared by the applicant following the procedures of the Urban Land Institute (ULI) Shared  
Parking Manual (latest edition), the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Shared 
Parking Guidelines (latest addition) , or other approved procedures determined by the 
Planning Board.  A formal parking evaluation may be waived for small developments where 
there is established experience with the land use mix and its impact is expected to be 
minimal.  If this evaluation determines that a different parking demand is generated than 
would be required under Subsection 2.1.B.2above, the lesser amount shall be required by 
the Planning Board. 
 

4. Proximity of Shared Parking–Eligible shared parking spaces must be provided within 300 feet 
of the primary access to all uses. 
 

5. Legal Agreement ‐ A contract, agreement or suitable legal instrument acceptable to the 
Planning Board and Town Counsel shall be filed by the application which shall specify the 
location of all spaces to be jointly used, the number of such spaces, the hours during the day 
that such parking shall be available and the duration or limit, if any, on such parking.  
 

6. Discontinuation ‐ Nothing in this section shall relieve the applicant from providing parking 
facilities in accordance with this Section if subsequently the shared parking use agreement 
shall terminate. In such cases, the applicant shall return to the Planning Board to provide an 
alternative shared parking agreement or another method of relief acceptable to the Board. 

 
C. Off‐Street Parking Off‐Sets and Reduction Methods 

The requirements in Subpart 2 ‐ the table of OFF‐STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS and Subpart 
2.1.B above may be reduced on Special Permit by the Planning Board if an applicant can 
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Board that the required number of spaces will not be 
needed for the proposed use(s) and that fewer spaces meet all parking demands. Special permit 
review criteria for such cases include: 

 
a. Use of a common parking area for separate uses having peak demands occurring at 

different times. 
b. Age or other characteristics of occupants which reduce their auto usage. 
c. The availability and reasonable proximity to public parking or transit. 
d. The availability and reasonable proximity of long‐term parking for employees. 
e. Peculiarities of the use that make usual measures of demand invalid. 
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f. The decrease in number of required spaces will not create undue congestion, traffic 
hazards, or a substantial detriment to the given business district or neighborhood, 
and does not derogate from the intent and purpose of this section. 

 
On‐site parking reduction methods include the following: 

1. On‐Street Parking Credit‐ All commercial and mixed use properties located adjacent to a 
public right‐of‐way where on‐street parking is permitted may receive credit for one off‐
street parking stall for each 20 linear feet of abutting right‐of‐way for parallel parking.  This 
provision shall be applied for on‐street parking on the same side of the street as the 
proposed land use, or on the opposite side of the street if the property on that side of the 
street does not have the potential for future development.  In considering credit for on 
street parking, all fractional spaces are rounded down. 

 
2. Off‐Site Public Parking Credit – On‐site parking requirements may be reduced by up to 

50%as determined by the Planning Board if an off‐street public parking lot of 20 spaces or 
more exists within 300 feet of the principal use, and the public parking lot has ample spaces 
available to serve the immediate area as determined by a survey of peak hour occupancy 
and usage.   

 
3. Off‐Site Employee Parking Credit – On‐site parking requirements may be reduced by up to 

20% if an off‐site public or private parking facility is located within a 700‐foot walking 
distance of the site and has sufficient capacity to provide long‐term parking for employees. 
The applicant shall provide a lease or sufficient legal agreement to the Planning Board and 
Town Council indicating the long‐term security of employee parking spaces. 

 
4. Payment to Public Parking Fund ‐ In lieu of providing the total minimum on‐site parking 

required, the Planning Board may accept a one‐ time payment per required parking space 
for all or a portion of required on‐site parking that would be committed to a fund for the 
construction of public parking in the district. The Board of Selectmen shall establish the 
amount of payment required per parking space.  

 
5. Public Parking Reserve ‐ In lieu of providing the total minimum on‐site parking required, the 

Planning Board may accept a permanent easement on the property for the purposes of 
constructing public parking for all or a portion of required on‐site parking spaces. The 
reserve easement shall be subject to review and approval by the Board of Selectmen.   

 
6. Proximity to Bus Transit ‐ The Planning Board may approve a 5% reduction for commercial 

uses and 10% reduction for residential uses in the minimum number of required on‐site 
parking spaces where the main entrance is within a 400‐foot walking distance of an existing 
bus stop and shelter providing both shade and seating. Walking distance is measured from 
the nearest entrance of the use to the bus boarding location. 

 
7. Proximity to a Rail Transit Station ‐ The Planning Board may approve a 10% reduction for 

commercial uses and 20% reduction for residential uses in the minimum number of required 
on‐site parking spaces where the main entrance is located within a 2,640‐foot (half‐mile) 
walking distance of a rail transit station. 
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8. Car‐Sharing Program ‐ The Planning Board may approve a parking reduction by up to 5 

spaces for each car‐share vehicle where an active car‐sharing program is made available to 
residents and/or employees; and where cars for the car‐share program are available on the 
site or within a 700‐foot walking distance of the site.  
 

9. Carpooling / Vanpooling ‐ A reduction of up to 5% of required parking, based on 
substantiated projections of reduction in parking demand, may be granted for any building 
or use exceeding fifty thousand (50,000) square feet of gross floor area that institutes and 
maintains a locally approved carpooling/vanpooling program. When permitted by the 
Planning Board, the applicant shall note on the plans the Carpooling/Vanpooling plan that 
the Planning Board allows for and any reasons for allowing or requiring the deviation and/or 
conditions of approval as deemed appropriate by the Planning Board. Allowed parking 
reductions may be terminated immediately upon failure of the owner, operator, tenant, or 
others responsible for such programs to maintain such programs in an ongoing and 
acceptable manner. 

 
10. Shuttle Service ‐ A reduction of up to 15% of required parking, based on substantiated 

projections of reduction in parking demand, may be granted for any building or use that 
institutes and maintains a continuous, personalized shuttle service. When permitted by the 
Planning Board, the applicant shall note on the plans the Shuttle Service plan that the 
Planning Board allows for and any reasons for allowing or requiring the deviation and/or 
conditions of approval as deemed appropriate by the Planning Board. Allowed parking 
reductions may be terminated immediately upon failure of the owner, operator, tenant or 
others responsible for such program to maintain such program in an ongoing and acceptable 
manner. 

 
11. Transportation Mitigation Plans ‐ Transportation mitigation plans may be implemented in 

conjunction with any use at the option of the Planning Board, exclusive of large scale 
parking facilities. Properties with a required number of parking spaces exceeding two‐
hundred fifty (250) spaces shall be classified large scale parking facilities.  New construction 
of large scale parking facilities, or any change to existing uses that requires additional 
parking on site for large scale parking facilities, may require the applicant employ parking 
mitigation to reduce the number of surface parking spaces if determined appropriate by the 
Planning Board. Qualifying parking mitigation shall include but not be limited to: structured 
parking, parking shuttles, employee carpool plans, incentives for employees to use 
alternative transportation such as bicycles, telecommuting plans for employees, shared 
parking, and other similar plans. The Planning Board shall have the discretion to require 
parking mitigation for large‐scale facilities as appropriate taking into consideration 
stormwater, surface water impairment, the character of the neighborhood, traffic, 
pedestrian safety, landscaping, and circulation. 
 

12. Curb Cut Reduction and Internal Connectivity – By Special Permit and at the discretion of the 
Planning Board, on‐site parking requirements may be reduced if one or more of the 
following pedestrian safety improvements are made on site: 
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a. Permanently eliminates and/or significantly reduces the width of existing curbcuts 
in a manner that improves the pedestrian safety and access control on a public 
street; or 

 
b. Provides a perpetual agreement for one or more driveway consolidations or 

interconnections that will alleviate traffic on a public street and facilitates shared 
use of off‐street parking 

 
D. Reserved Parking Areas 

 
1. The Planning Board may require that an area equivalent to the total amount or a portion 

thereof of the number of reduced on‐site parking spaces be preserved and identified as 
“Reserve Parking” on the site plan.   

2. The parking reserve area shall be equal to 300 square feet per reduced space required by 
the Planning Board to be reserved on site and shall not be built on.The reserve parking 
spaces shall be properly designed as an integral part of the overall parking development, 
and in no case shall any reserve parking spaces be located within areas counted as yard 
setbacks. 

3. If, after one (1) year from the date of issuance of a certificate of occupancy, the Planning 
Board finds that all or a portion of the reserve spaces are needed, the Planning Board may 
require that all or any portion of the spaces identified as reserve parking on the site plan be 
constructed within a reasonable time period. 

Subpart 3. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS. 
 

Each parking area hereafter devoted to the off-street parkingof fifteen (15) or more 
vehicles regardless of whether saidparking area is required by thisBylaw, shall 
comply with the standards as hereinafter set forth: 

 
DESIGN. 

 
a. Parking spaces and maneuveringaisles shall have the minimum dimensions set 

forth in the following table: 
 

MINIMUM PARKING SPACE AND AISLE DIMENSIONS FOR 
PARKING AREAS (in feet) 

 
  Width of Depth of Width of
Angle of Parking Parking Maneuver
Parking  Space  Space Aisle 
 

61o- 90o 

46o- 60o 

45o
 

 

8'6" 
8'6" 
8'6" 

18' 
18' 
18' 

 

24'
18'
15'

Parallel 8'0" 22' 12'
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Parking spaces for the exclusive use of handicapped individuals shall be 
providedinaccordancewiththe Rules and Regulations of the Architectural 
Barriers Board. 

 
Provided however, that compact car spaces having the minimum dimensions 
set forth in the following table may be used to satisfy up to a maximum of 30% 
of the off-street parking spacesrequired. Such spacesshall be designated for 
"Compact Cars Only" by signs or pavement markings. 

 

MINIMUM PARKING SPACE AND AISLE DIMENSIONS FOR 
PARKING AREAS (in feet) 

 
  Width of Depth of Width of
Angle of Parking Parking Maneuver
Parking  Space  Space Aisle 
 

61o- 90o 

46o- 60o 

45o
 

 

7'6" 
7'6" 
7'6" 

15' 
15' 
15' 

 

24'
18'
15'

Parallel 7'0" 19' 12'
 
 

b. The number ofdriveways permitting entrance to and for exit froma lot shall be 
limited to two per street line.Drivewaysshall be located so as to minimize 
conflict with traffic on public streets and where good visibility and sight 
distances are available to observe approaching pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic. 

 
c. The width ofa drivewayfor one-waytraffic shall be not less than twelve (12) 

feet as measured at its narrowestpoint.  The width of a driveway for two-way 
use shall be a minimumof eighteen (18) feet and a maximumof twenty-four 
(24) feet, as measured at its narrowest point. 

 
d. All parking areas shall be so arranged and designed that the only means of 

access and egress to and fromsuch areas shall be by driveways meeting the 
requirements of this Section. 

 
e. Driveways shall be arranged for the free flow of vehicles at all times, and all 

maneuvering spaces and aisles shall besodesignatedthatallvehicles may exit 
from and enter into a publicstreet by being driven in a forward direction. 

 
f. On any parking area in any District, all paved portions of all parking 

spaces and maneuvering aisles shall be set back five (5) feet fromany wall of a 
building, and five (5) feet fromany private or public way, or any lot line of any 
land in residential districtsor used for residential,conservation or park 
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requirements for minimum or maximum spaces continue to apply for stacked parking. 
 
l. Tandem Parking ‐ By Special Permit, the Planning Board may be allow tandem parking 

under the following conditions:  

I. Single‐family residential projects, multi‐family projects, and the residential 
component of mixed‐use projects.  

II. Tandem spaces shall be assigned to the same dwelling unit.   
III. Tandem parking shall not be used to provide guest parking. 
IV. Two parking spaces in tandem shall have a combined minimum dimension of 9 

feet in width by 30 feet in length.  
V. Up to 75 percent of the total off‐street parking spaces provided may incorporate 

tandem parking.  

m. Drive‐Through Vehicle Stacking ‐ A restaurant with a drive‐through must provide at 
least 4 queuing spaces, measured from the first pick up window.  A bank with a drive‐
through must provide at least 3 queuing spaces per drive‐through lane, measured 
from the teller box or window.  All other uses will be determined by the Town 
Engineer.  

 
n. Parking for Disabled Persons ‐ Parking spaces for disabled persons shall comply with 

current the Americans with Disabilities Act guidelines and shall be at least eight feet 
(8') wide with an adjacent access aisle at least five feet (5') wide. Parking access aisles 
shall be part of an accessible route to the building or facility entrance. Accessible 
parking spaces shall be designated as reserved for the disabled by a sign showing the 
symbol of accessibility. Painting of the paved area for the dedicated parking spaces 
alone shall not be sufficient as the sole means of identifying these spaces. 

 
o. Bicycle Facilities  

I. Intent ‐It is the intent of this section is to provide bicycle and pedestrian access 
to employment, commercial destinations, and other transportation alternatives.  
Safe and adequate bicycle facilities should be provided that: 

1) Meet the demands of the use of the property; 
2) Reduce hazards to pedestrians; 
3) Enhance the visual quality of the city; 
4) Reduce the adverse impacts associated with the bicycle parking on parking 

meters, street trees, etc; and 
5) Encourage the use of bicycles as an alternative to motor vehicle 

transportation, thereby reducing traffic congestion, influencing modal split, 
and increasing the safety and welfare of residents. 

II. Multifamily‐ All developments with 10 or more multifamily units must provide 
at least one indoor covered bicycle parking space for every 5 dwelling units 
unless an alternative is approved by the Town Engineer.  
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III. Nonresidential ‐ All nonresidential uses must provide the following minimum 
bicycle parking spaces unless an alternative is approved by the Town Engineer.  

 
Size of Use  Required Spaces 

0 to 5,000 square feet of gross floor area  2 

5,001 to 10,000 square feet of gross floor area  3 

10,001 to 30,000 square feet of gross floor area  4 

30,001 square feet or more of gross floor area  6 

1) Required bicycle parking spaces must be publicly accessible and be located 
no more than 100 feet from the building entrance the bicycle parking space 
is intended to serve.  

2) c. Required bicycle parking spaces may be placed on private property or 
within the public right‐of‐way. Facilities in the right‐of‐way must be 
approved by the Town Engineer, as applicable.  

IV. Bicycle Parking Facilities ‐ Bicycle parking may be provided through various 
types of facilities, provided the facility meets the following:  

1) Each required bicycle parking space is at least 2 feet by 6 feet.  
2) Bicycle racks are securely anchored, are easily usable with both U‐locks and 

cable locks and support a bicycle at two points of contact to prevent 
damage to the bicycle wheels and frame.  

3) Where a bike can be locked on both sides without conflict, each side can be 
counted as a required space.  

4) Spacing of the racks provides clear and maneuverable access.  

V. Joint use of bicycle parking facilities ‐ Required bicycle parking spaces for two (2) 
or more adjacent uses or structures may be satisfied by the same parking 
facilities used jointly, provided that such right of joint use and maintenance is 
evidenced by a deed, lease, contract, reciprocal easement, or similar written 
instrument establishing the joint use, and that the facilities are within 200 feet 
of the building or parcel housing the use. 

p. Parking Structures–By Special Permit, the Planning Board may allow for parking 
garages and decks in conformance with the requirements of site plan review.  Parking 
structures shall not exceed three stories in height (35 feet) and, when taken in 
consideration with the principal structure, shall not exceed the lot coverage for the 
applicable zoning district. 

ALTERNATIVE/ADDITIONAL 
 

PARKING PLACEMENT. 
 
All off‐street parking shall be located to the rear of the primary building or a minimum of five 
(5) feet behind the front wall elevation of the building nearest to the front property line and 
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street right‐of‐way.  A landscape buffer of at least five (5) feet wide shall also be installed to 
screen parking areas from the street. By special permit, the Planning Board may waive this 
requirement under the following conditions: 

 
a. Targeted Rehabilitation Site ‐ A project involving the renovation of an existing building 

and site where parking currently exists in front of the building. 
 
b. Teaser Parking – For (specific) Districts, off‐street surface parking may be allowed in 

front of the primarily building front elevation line if located a minimum of ten (10) 
feet from the street line, and screened with sufficient landscaping. In this case, the 
portion of the parking lot located in front of the primarily building shall be limited to 
one (1) double row of vehicles and associated parking aisle.  

 
c. Expanded On‐Street Parking and Streetscape – Where not provided within the public 

street right‐of‐way and in (Select Districts), parallel or angled parking may be provided 
on a privately‐owned lot directly adjacent to the public street right‐of‐way in 
combination with: a 5‐foot planting strip (minimum) with street trees planted 40 feet 
on center; and a 5‐foot minimum concrete sidewalk connecting extending to abutting 
lots and to the primary building on‐site. 

CONSTRUCTION. 
 

a. All required parking spaces, maneuvering aisles, and driveways shall have a 
durable, dustless, all-weather surface,such as bituminous concrete or cement 
concrete, and shall provide for a satisfactory disposal ofsurface water by grading 
and drainage in sucha manner that no surface water shall drain onto any public 
way or onto any lot in other ownership and such surfaces shall be well 
maintained. 

 
b. Parking areas in all Districts shall be provided with curbing, wheel stops, or 

other devices to prevent motor vehicles frombeing parked or driven within 
required setback areas or ontothe required landscaped open space. 

 
c. In any parking area the surface shall be painted, marked or otherwise 

delineated so that each parking space is apparent. 
 
ALTERNATIVE/ADDITIONAL 
 

d. Pervious Parking Materials – Turf grid systems, pervious pavers, gravel and similar 
parking materials may be allowed for supplemental parking areas where excess parking 
is necessary on a temporary basis in addition to required off‐street parking. Some 
specific applications may include places of worship, parks and recreation facilities, or 
public and private schools. Off‐street parking facilities surfaced with pervious materials 
may be allowed by Special Permit from the Planning Board as an alternative to 
impervious materials on required parking areas under the following conditions: 

I. Driveway aprons from a public street shall be an acceptable impervious material 
for the first 20 feet; 
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II. Parking surfaces shall be so maintained such that the pervious material does not 
constitute a nuisance by virtue of its appearance or condition and is graded in a 
level condition; and 

III. Selected materials shall comply with the drainage requirements for stormwater 
runoff set forth in the Town Subdivision Regulations. 

 
LANDSCAPING. 

 
a. For an outdoor parking area containing twenty (20) or more parking spaces, 

there shall be planted at leastone tree for every ten (10) parking spaces on any 
side of the perimeter ofsuch parking area that abuts the side line of a private or 
public way, or abuts the lot line ofland inresidential districts or land usedfor 
residential purposes. 

 
b. In any outdoor parking area a landscaped open space having an area of not less 

than 10% of the outdoor parking area on the lot shall be provided.  A minimum 
of one half of the required landscaped open space shall be located in the interior 
of the parking area. 

 
c. Trees required by the provisions of this Section shall be at least two (2) inches 

in diameter at a height of five (5) feet at the time of planting and shall be ofa 
species characterized by rapid growth and by suitability and hardiness for 
location in a parking lot.  To the extent practicable, existing trees shall be 
retained and used to satisfy the provisions of this Section. 

 
ALTERNATIVE/ADDITIONAL 
 

d. Existing Parking Lot Renovation ‐ An existing parking lot may be renovated or repaired 
without providing additional landscaping, provided there is no increase in the size of 
the parking lot.When an existing parking lot is increased in size landscaping is required 
for the additional parking area only. When an existing parking lot is increased in size by 
more than 50% cumulatively, landscaping is required for both the existing parking lot 
and the new parking area.  
 

e. Perimeter Screening ‐ All surface parking lots with frontage on any portion of a street 
right‐of‐of way (not including an alley) must be screened with the following:  

 
I. A minimum 10‐foot wide, landscaped area with a continuous row of shrubs 

must be provided between the street and parking lot.  
II. Shrubs must be a minimum of 18 inches in height when planted and must reach 

a minimum size of 36 inches in height within 3 years of planting.  
III. A 36‐inch wall in a minimum 5‐foot planting strip may be substituted for the 

continuous row of shrubs.  
IV. Breaks for pedestrian and vehicle access are allowed.  
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h. Tree Coverage ‐ Each interior island must include at least one shade tree per 150 

square feet.In no case can there be less than one shade tree for every 2,000 square 
feet of parking area including driving aisles.  

 
i. Shade Trees ‐ One 3” minimum caliper low water use, low maintenance canopy tree 

must be provided for every 10. Trees shall be maintained and irrigated as necessary 
and planted within at least 50 square feet of permeable area.  Existing trees located in 
the interior of lots shall be credited towards this requirement. 

 
j. Storage Areas ‐Exposed storage areas, machinery, garbage “dumpsters,” service areas, 

truck loading areas, utility buildings and structures shall be screened from view of 
abutting properties and streets using plantings, fences and other methods.  Where 
feasible, shared use and designated areas for garbagedumpsters are encouraged.  
Trash dumpsters shall be fully screened on 3 sides with solid walls a minimum of six 
feet high with a solid front gate, six feet high, which shall be kept closed.  Trash 
compacters shall be enclosed to minimize noise.  

 
k. Coordination ‐ Landscaping of private parking lot and other lot features shall be 

compatible with the streetscape design elements of the public frontages.  
 
l. Maintenance and Installation ‐ All required parking lot landscaping must meet the 

maintenance and installation requirements of Subpart 3. SCREENING Section d below. 
 

SCREENING. 
 

Any parking, storage or service area which abuts residential districts or uses shall be 
screened fromsuch residential districts or uses and any parking area shall be screened 
from a public or private way in accordance with the following requirements: 

 
a. Materials - plant materials characterized by dense growth which will form an 

effective year-round screen shall be planted, or a fence or a wall shall be 
constructed, to formthe screen.Where a grill or open-work fence or wall is used 
it shall be suitable in appearance and materials.  Screening may consist of both 
natural and man-made materials.  To the extent practicable, existing trees shall 
beretained and used to satisfy the provisions of this Section. 

 
b. Height - screening shall be at least five (5) feet in height.  Plant materials when 

planted, may be not less than 3 1/2feetinheightifof a species or variety which 
shall attainthe requiredheight and width within three (3) years of planting.  
Height shall bemeasured fromthe finished grade. 

 
c. Width - screening shall be in a strip of landscaped open space at least five (5) 

feet wide, and so located as not toconflict withanycornervisibility requirements 
or any other Bylaws of the Town. 

 
d. Maintenance - all required plant materials shall be maintained in a healthy 
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condition and whenever necessary replaced with new plant materials to insure 
continued compliance with screening requirements.  All required fences and 
walls shall be permanently maintained in good repair and presentable 
appearance and whenever necessarythey shall be repaired or replaced. 

 
e. Lighting - all artificial lighting usedto illuminate a parking or storage area, 

maneuvering space or driveway shall be arranged and shielded so as to prevent 
direct glare fromthe light source into any public street or private way or onto 
adjacent property. 

 
Part E.ADMINISTRATION. 

Subpart 1. PERMITS. 

Upon the filing, by the owner of a lot or bythe operator or occupant thereof with the 
consent of the owner, of an application for a permit accompanied by a plan complying 
with the provisions of Part D. Subpart 1: 

 
a) for the construction, enlargement, or alteration of a parking or 

storagearea; 
 

b) for the erection, enlargement or substantial alteration of any building 
for which parking would be required by this Bylaw; or 

 
c) for a change in the use or uses that would require different requirements 

fromthose applicable to the former use, the Building Inspector shall 
determine whether such plan is in compliance with the provisions of this 
Bylaw and ifso he shall issue a permit therefore.  If the Building 
Inspectordetermines that the plan is not in compliance with this Bylaw 
he shall deny the application in writing setting forth his grounds for 
denial. 

 
The fee for such permit shall be determined from time to time by the Selectmen. 

Subpart 2. SPECIAL PERMITS. 

An applicant who proposes to erect, enlarge or substantiallyalter a building, for which 
parking is required by this Bylaw, which parking to be provided is insufficient, may 
apply to the Special Permit Granting Authority for a special permit in accordance 
with this SECTION XXI. and SECTION XXV. ofthis Zoning Bylaw subject to the 
following: 

 
A special permit may be granted allowing provision of the parking spaces required 
by this Zoning Bylaw to be maintained on a lot other than the same lot with the 
building, provided the spaces are available on another lot accessible to and within a 
walking distance of 600 feet fromthe building. 


